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man's Indignation be more raifed, than every free-born Englifliman's muffi   Chapter ft,
be, when he reads a letter which I received this morning, and which "I        I738-..
have now in my hand.    This letter gives an account that feventy of our    v**p'"v""1*1^
brave failors are now in  chains in Spain.     Our countrymen in chains f
and Haves to Spaniards!   Is not this enough to fire the cbldeft ?  Is not
this enough to roufe all the vengeance of national refentment ?  And fliall
we fit here debating about words and forms, while the fufferings of our coun-
trymen call loudly for redrefs ?" Notwithftanding thefe intemperate effufions,.
the houfe agreed to the amendment propofed by the fpeaker, that the com-
mittee Ihould be inftrafted to admit the petitioners to be heard, if they
thought fit, by themfelves or counfek

On the fame day, other petitions were prefented, and referred to a com-
mittee of the whole houfe, in the fame manner as that of the merchants.
Sir John Barnard, after inveighing againft thefe unjuft feizures and depreda-
tions, and ftating the neceflity of preventing them-in future, moved for an
addrefs to the king, " That he would be gracioufly pleafed to give direc- Motion for
tions for laying before the houfe,, copies or extrads of the feveral petitions^
reprefentations, memorials, and all other papers relating to the Spaniflh' de-
predations upon the Britifh fubjeds, which had been prefented to his ma-
jefty, or delivered to either of his majefty's principal fecretaries. of ftate fince
Midfummer laft; together with copies or extra&s of fuch memorials or repre-
fentations, as had been made either to the king of Spain or his miniftersy
and the anfwers returned by them to the fame; and together with copies or
extracts of the letters written to his majefty's minifter at Madrid, with the
anfwers received from him, relating to the faid depredations."

This motion brought on a long and warm debate, in which the cruelties
and infults of the Spaniards, and the pufillanirnity of the Britifh cabinet,.
were equally exaggerated. The minifter, ever anxious to avoid any violent
refolutions, which might offencl the irritable temper of the court of Madrid,,
and particularly to decline entering upon the queftion concerning the light
claimed by the Spaniards, of fearching for illicit goods, ftated the difficulty
and delicacy of his fituation, either in oppofing or concurring with the mo-
tion. By oppofing it, he was in danger of becoming obnoxious to the
public, and by his concurrence, might a6l againft his own judgment, and the
interefts of the king, which are always infeparable from thofe of the nation*.
He then adverted to the danger of creating a mifunderftanding between
the crown and parliament, if the commons fhould call for papers,/which
fliould be deemed improper for communication. Although he was for
treating all the claims of Spain as unfounded, yet he was apprehenfive that
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